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Lesson Plan
Curriculum/Content
What are the content standards or other curriculum requirements?  What is their “cognitive demand”?

Block One (10 - 20 minutes):
	Reflective Practice
	Teaching Strategy/Engagement

	Where are we?  That is, is this the beginning of a unit—or at least “new to the student” material?  Or, has the class already been working on some information with this unit?
	< 
Lecture/Activating Prior Knowledge/Building Background Knowledge

< 
Guided Reading 

< 
Discussion

< 
Demonstration




Down Time (2 - 4 minutes):
	Student Activity

	What is the big idea that you would like students to hold onto the most?  What is the best tool for helping them do this?


Block Two (10 - 20 minutes):
	Reflective Practice
	Teaching Strategy/Engagement

	What new information (if any) is vital to add at this point?  How can you help students make connections to previous learning?
	< 
Brainstorming and Discussion

< 
Drawing and Artwork

< 
Field Trips

< 
Games

< 
Graphic Organizers

< 
Humor

< 
Manipulatives, Experiments, Labs, and Models

< 
Metaphors, Analogies, and Similes

< 
Mnemonic Devices

< 
Movement

< 
Music, Rhythm, Rhyme, and Rap

< 
Project and Problem-Based Instruction

< 
Reciprocal Teaching and Cooperative Learning

< 
Role-Plays, Drama, Pantomimes, and Charades

< 
Storytelling

< 
Technology

< 
Visualization and Guided Imagery

< 
Visuals

< 
Work Study and Apprenticeships

< 
Writing and Journals


Break/Down Time:
	Reflective Practice
	Student Activity

	Where are the students in terms of their learning—do they need more practice with the information and/or skills or are they ready to begin applying the learning? How can you help students rethink prior ideas they may have had about the content?
	< 
Choose a grouping for students (Cooperative Learning, Collaborative Learning, Projects/Presentations, Pairs, Individual


< 
Select one from “Tate 20,” reading, writing, GLE, etc. for students to interact with content




Assessment
Are we there yet?  Do students need feedback at this point or can a simple check of their learning be enough? 

Options

Organization of Instruction for Blocks
If information is occurring at the beginning of the unit:
< 
Lecture:
use visuals, provide a structure for notes, introduce or give an overview; this could also be considered a time to “activate prior knowledge” and/or “build background knowledge”

< 
Guided Reading:
select a short passage along with an appropriate before/during/after reading strategy

< 
Demonstration:
when time and/or materials are limited, show a pattern, metacognition


If information is occurring in the middle of a unit, you might also consider:
< 
Discussion:
have open-ended ideas to explore, summarize, reflect

Down Time #1
Some ways to help students capture their thoughts about the Big Idea
<  
Summarize

< 
Create a graphic organizer

< 
Think-Pair-Share

< 
Mnemonic Device

< 
Journal Entry

< 
Metaphors, Analogies, and Similes

< 
Draw

< 
Brainstorming

< 
Movement (if Block #2 is located elsewhere)
Down Time #2
Considerations in grouping students for the assignment:

If information is still “new” to students and they need to practice a skill or reinforce their knowledge:
< 
Cooperative Learning

< 
Pairs

< 
Individual  (this can also provide teacher opportunity for 1 to 1 work with particular students)


If students are ready to apply their knowledge and skills (higher-order thinking):
< 
Collaborative Learning

< 
Projects/Presentations

Assessment

If students do not require individual feedback (e.g. homework in the form of practice), consider using a “down time” for students to correct it.
If students need feedback or you need time to examine work, consider the following heuristic from time to time (adapted from Marzano):
Are there any major errors or omissions?





If no, the student's score is at least a 3.0.


Can the student evaluate the task and/or his or her performance on the task (i.e. Can the student exhibit Level 4 behavior?)? 


If yes, the student's score is a 4.0. 





If yes, can the student perform a rough approximation of the task independently? Then the student's score is at least a 2.0. 


If the student does not meet the above criteria, then can the student perform a rough approximation of the task with help? If so, then the student's score is at least a 1.0. 


If not, then the student's score is at least a 0.0.





